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NEW YORK 

25 FEB 1975 

From: 
To : 

Commanding Off icer ,  USS CHARLES F. ADAMS (DDG 2) 
Director  of Naval History, Washington Navy Yard, 
Washington, D.C. 20390 

V i a :  Commander Destroyer Squadron FOURTEEN 

Sub j : Command History; submission of 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B 

Encl: (1) P a r t  I, Chronology 
(2) P a r t  11, Basic Narrat ive 
(3) P a r t  111, Documentary Annexes A, B, C, 

1. I n  accordance with reference  (a) ,  enclosures (1) through (3) are 
herewith forwarded f o r  consolidat ion.  

Copy to:  
SURFUWT 
COMDESGRU TWELVE 



PART I 

Chronology of Highlights  of 1974 

01 J A N  - 02 JAN 
02 J A N  - 06 J A N  
06 J A N  - 18 J A N  
18 J A N -  20 J A N  
20 J A N  - 30 J A N  
30 J A N  - 28 FEB 
01 MAR 

01 MAR - 15 MAR 
15 MAR 

15 MAR - 24 MAY 
21 MAY - 22 MAY 
21 MAY - 30MAY 
30 MAY 

30 MAY - 02 J U N  
02 J U N  

02 JUN - 12 J U N  
12 JUN - 13 J U N  
13 J U N  - 14 JUN 
14 J U N  - 18 J U N  
14 JUN - 24 J U N  
24 J U N  
24 J U N  - 02 JUL 
02 JUL - 28 AUG 
28 AUG - 29 AUG 
29 AUG - 05 SEP 
05 SEP - 29 SEP 
29 SEP - 04 OCT 
04 OCT - 11 OCT 
11 OCT - 14 OCT 
14 C@ - 17 OCT 
17 OCT - 14 NOV 
14 NOV 
14 OCT - 31 DEC 

Underway, USS MCCANDLESS i n  company 
Inport  Lourenco Marques, Mozambique 
Underway f o r  Recife, Braz i l  
Inport  Recife, Braz i l  
Underway f o r  Mayport 
Inpor t  Mayport, Leave, Stand down, Upkeep 
DESRON FOURTEEN presented BATTLE EFFICIENCY AWARD 
t o  ADAMS f o r  1973 
Inpor t  Mayport 
Change of Command, CDR D. L. GURKE re l ieved by 
CDR N. G. MOSHER 
Inpor t  Mayport 
ADAMS s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  completed NTPI 
Inpor t  Mayport 
Underway f o r  exerc i se  Solid Shield. Returned t o  Mayport 
due t o  engineering casualty.  
Inpor t  Mayport 
Underway f o r  exerc ise  Solid Shield. Returned t o  Mayport 
due t o  engineering casualty.  
Inpor t  Mayport 
Underway f o r  POT and I ship  checks. 
Inpor t  Mayport 
DESRON FOURTEEN conducted I U C  inspect ion on board ADAMS 
Inpor t Mayport 
ADMIRAL GRAVELY, COMCRUDESGRU TWO broke h i s  f l a g  on board 
Underway f o r  JUNE ASW OPS, Jax Op Area. 
Inport  Mayport 
Underway f o r  Local Ops 
Inpor t  Mayport 
Underway f o r  NORTHERN MERGER exerc i se  
Inpor t  Portsmouth, England 
Underway f o r  Halifax, Nova Scotia,  Canada 
Inpor t  Halifax, Nova Scotia,  Canada 
Underway f o r  Mayport 
Inpor t  Mayport 
PEB on board ADAMS 
Inpor t  Mayport 



PART 11, BASIC NARRATIVE 

On N e w  Year's Day 1974, ADAMS was a long way from home, steaming toward 
Lourenco Marques, Mozambique, i n  t h e  f i f t h  month of her  Middle East Deployment. 

ADAMS pulled i n t o  Lourenco Marques on 2 January and t h e  crew enjoyed four  
days of l i b e r t y  before depart ing 6 January enroute t o  Recife, Brazi l .  

On t h e  8 th  and 9th  of January ADAMS was picking her way around t h e  Cape of 
Good Hope, one of t h e  world's bus ies t  shipping lanes. 

While enroute t o  Recife, Braz i l  i n  t h e  company of USS MCCANDLESS (DE 1084) 
and HMS TIDEREACH (A0 96) ADAMS conducted gunnery exercises. 

Arriving i n  Recife on 18 January, ADAMS enjoyed two days l i b e r t y  i n  t h i s  
South American por t  before  depart ing 20 January enroute t o  Mayport. 

Ten days l a t e r ,  on 30 January, ADAMS returned t o  Mayport ending her six 
month deployment i n  t h e  Middle East. Upon a r r i v a l  i n  Mayport, ADAMS' crew 
began a Stand-down and leave period extending through t h e  month of February. 

On 1 March ADAMS was presented t h e  Battle Efficiency Award from DESRON 
FOURTEEN, f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  year of 1973, while s t i l l  at tached t o  DESRON EIGHT. 

On March 7, ADAMS was designated host  sh ip  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  ship ,  HMS OTTER. 
During OTTER'S t h r e e  day v i s i t ,  ADAMS organized several s o c i a l  events and t r i p s  
t o  make her s t ay  more enjoyable. 

The  change of command ceremony f o r  ADAMS took place  on 15 March, with Commander 
Norman G. MOSHER, USN, taking command from Commander Donald Lee BURKE, USN. The 
ceremony included Rear Admiral Bernard B. Forbes, USN, Commander Carrier Group 
SIX, introducing t h e  guest  speaker, Commodore Arthur G. LUSKIN, USN, Commander 
DESRON FOURTEEN. 

For t h e  remainder of March and throughout t h e  months of Apri l  and May, ADAMS 
was inpor t  Mayport. 

On 30 May and again on 2 June, ADAMS go t  underway f o r  exerc i se  Solid Shield, 
but  engineering c a s u a l i t i e s  on both occasions forced ADAMS t o  r e t u r n  t o  par t .  

On 5 June, Philadelphia Naval Shipyard personnel came aboard f o r  Pre-Overhaul 
Testing and Inspection (POT & I) . ADAMS got underway on 12 June f o r  more in tens ive  
ships  checks by t h e  PNSY personnel which included General Quarters d r i l l s  and gun 
shoots. ADAMS returned t o  Mayport on 13 June. 

From t h e  14th t o  t h e  18th of June, t h e  Immediate Unit Commander of ADAMS, 
COHDESRON FOURTEEN, performed a n  I U C  inspection.  

On 24 June, Admiral Gravely, Commander Cruiser-Destroyer Group TWO, broke 
h i s  f l a g  on board and he  and h i s  s t a f f  joined t h e  crew of ADAMS a s  she got  udderway 
f o r  anti-submarine operat ions i n  t h e  Jacksonvi l le  Operations area .  



ADAMS returned t o  Mayport on 2 July.  Training and maintenance occupied 
t h e  crew throughout t h e  months of Ju ly  and August. On 28 and 29 August, ADAMS 
par t i c ipa ted  i n  l o c a l  opera t ions  i n  prep&rat ion f o r  Northern Merger. 

On 5 September, ADAMS got  underway f o r  t h e  Northern Merger exerc ise  i n  t h e  
North At lant ic .  I n  company with ADAMS was USS STRIBLING, USS SARSFIELD, and USS 
DEWEY. 

From 7 September t o  16 September ADAMS pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  an operat ion c a l l e d  
SeaComex, involving sh ips  and submarines from var ious  NATO countries.  SeaComp~: 
consisted of numerous d r i l l s  and exerc ises  including anti-submarine warfare (ASW), 
e lec t ron ics  warfare (EW), formation steaming, and communication d r i l l s .  I n  addi- 
t i o n  t o  t h e  d r i l l s  and exerc ises ,  ADAMS a l s o  performed frequent he l i cop te r  t rans-  
f e r s  and underway replenishment. 

The Northern Merger operat ion o f f i c i a l l y  began on 16 September. Like t h e  
Seacornex-operation, Northern Merger consisted of ASW and EW exercises,  but  t h e  
o v e r a l l  opera t ion was more involved. Northern Merger was a scenar io  f o r  an  a c t u a l  
outbreak of h o s t i l i t i e s ;  progressing from in te rna t iona l  tension,  f l a g h n t  aggression 
by t h e  opposing forces ;  i n t o  a f u l l  outbreak of war. I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  ASW and 
EW exerc ises ,  simulated surface  ac t ion,  a n t i - a i r c r a f t  warfare, a i r  control ,  and 
formation steaming were performed. Helicopter t r a n s f e r s ,  underway replenishment, 
a s  w e l l  a s ,  t a t t l e t a l e  operationscon Russian sh ips  were a l s o  conducted. 

The ADAMS' crew, a f t e r  24 days a t  sea, was ready t o  enjoy t h e i r  f i v e  days 
l i b e r t y  i n  Portsmouth. With London and other  beau t i fu l  c i t i e s  j u s t  a shor t  t r a i n  
r i d e  away, t h e  ADAMS crew had t h e  opportunity t o  tour  one of t h e  most h i s t o r i c ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  beau t i fu l ,  countr ies  i n  t h e  world. 

On 4 October, i n  company wi th  USS CONE, USS STRIBLING, and USS AMERICA, 
DAMS got  underway f o r  Halifax, Nova Scotia,  Canada. On t h e  4 t h  and 5 th  of October, 
ADAMS par t i c ipa ted  i n  operat ion ALIEN GOLD, involving NATO forces .  ALIEN GOLD 
consis ted  of simulated a n t i - a i r c r a f t  warfare, e l ec t ron ics  warfare, and surface  
a c t  ion. 

ADAMS ar r ived  i n  Halifax on 11 October i n  time t o  c e l e b r a t e  two important 
events; t h e  Joseph Howe Celebration, an annual f e s t i v a l  held i n  b e a u t i f u l  Halifax, 
and t h e  bir thday of t h e  U. S. Navy on 13 October. 

ADAMS spent t h r e e  days i n  Halifax, a very picturesque and f r i e n d l y  c i t y ,  
p r i o r  t o  g e t t i n g  underway f o r  her  r e t u r n  t o  Mayport on 14 October. 

ADAMS arr ived home i n  Mayport on 17 October, a f t e r  six weeks a t  sea. After 
a b r i e f  standdown period, ADAMS began t o  prepare f o r  t h e  Propulsion Examining 
Board (PEB) inspect ion i n  November. 

Soon a f t e r  t h e  PEB which was held on 14 November, t h e  holiday season ar r ived.  
ADAMS had a leave  period s t a r t i n g  i n  mid-December, t o  allow crew members t o  v i s i t  
home and make preparat ions t o  move t h e i r  f ami l i e s  t o  Philadelphia p r i o r  t o  ADAMS' 
homeport change. 

New Year's Day 1975 saw ADAMS i n  Mayport making preparat ions t o  g e t  under- 
way t h e  next day, on 2 January, t o  Philadelphia.  



FACTS ABOUT USS CHARLES F. ADAMS i n  1974 

Between 1 January 1974 and 1 January 1975 t h e  USS CHARLES F. ADAMS (DDG 2): 

WAS commanded by CDR Donald L. GURKE, USN (01JAN74 - 15MAR74) and CDR Norman 
G. MOSHER, USN (ISMAR74 - 01JAN75) 

Steamed over 25,180 m i l e s  - average speed 15 knots 

Used over 2,333,000 gal lons  of f u e l  

SPENT: 284 days i n  home por t  t o r  78% of t h e  year 
67 days underway f o r  18% of t h e  year 
14 days i n  o the r  p o r t s  f o r  4% of t h e  year 

Steamed i n  company with ships  of t h e  following navies: 

Royal Navy 
Dutch Navy 
Canadian Navy 

Par t i c ipa ted  i n  t h e  following exercises:  

JUNE ASW OPS 
SEACOMEX 
NORTHERN MERGER 
ALIEN GOLD 


